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Open Access: what, 

why and how



ÁOpen Access is the immediate, online, 
free availability of research outputs ς
free of charge and free of most 
licensing restrictions.

ÁOpen Access includes the outputs that 
scholars normally give away for free for 
publication; it includes peer-reviewed 
journal articles, conference papers and 
datasets of various kinds.

What is Open Access?



Open Access : Why? 

Increases access, visibility, and impact of 
research results

Promotes the progress and efficiency of 
science and sparks innovation

Maximizes the return of investment in 
science by making publicly-funded research 
freely and publicly available

Allows better monitoring, evaluation and 
management of research activities
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Open Access: How?

Á GoldOA: OpenAccessJournals,thatŘƻƴΩǘestablish
any restriction or barrier on accessto the articles
they publish(currentlymore than 6500 journals,ḗ
26% of total number of journals- see
www.doaj.org).

Á Green OA: Self-archive/deposita copy of journal
articles into OpenAccessrepositories,institutional
or disciplinary (currently almost 2000 ς ver
www.opendoar.org / ).

http://www.doaj.org/
http://www.doaj.org/
http://www.doaj.org/
http://www.doaj.org/
http://www.doaj.org/
http://www.opendoar.org/
http://www.opendoar.org/
http://www.opendoar.org/
http://www.opendoar.org/
http://www.opendoar.org/
http://roar.eprints.org/


Open Access in EU



Open Access in the EU

The EuropeanComissionand the EuropeanResearch
Councilwant to provide the widest disseminationand
accessto the resultsof the researchthey fund.

http://images.google.pt/imgres?imgurl=http://www.a1communityworks.com/images/EU logo.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.a1communityworks.com/&h=301&w=443&sz=11&tbnid=4ged_kjDl2OhWM:&tbnh=86&tbnw=127&prev=/images?q=eu+logo&um=1&start=2&sa=X&oi=images&ct=image&cd=2


European Research Council

December 2007

ERC Scientific Council publishes 
Guidelines for Open Access, as a 
follow up of its 2006 Statement on 
Open Access.

ERC, requires:

that all peer-reviewed 
publications from ERC-funded 
research projects be deposited on 
publication into an appropriate 
disciplinary or institutional 
repository, and subsequently made 
Open Access within 6 months of 
publication.

http://www.openaire.eu/en/component/attachments/download/3


Open Access Pilot in FP7

August 2008

European Commission launched theOpen 
Access Pilot in FP7that will run until the end 
of the Framework Programme

The pilot covers approximately 20% of the 
FP7 budget and applies to 7 research areas:

1. Energy

2. Environment (including Climate Change)

3. Health

4. Information and Communication 
Technologies (Cognitive Systems, 
Interaction, Robotics)

5. Research Infrastructures (e-
infrastructures)

6. Science in society

7. Socio-economic sciences and the 
humanities

http://www.openaire.eu/en/component/attachments/download/4.html
http://www.openaire.eu/en/component/attachments/download/4.html


Open Access Pilot in FP7

Grant agreements in those 7 
areas, signed after August 2008, 
contain a special clause (Special 
Clause 39) requiring beneficiaries:

1. to deposit articles resulting from FP7 
projects into an institutional or 
subject based repository

2. to make their best efforts to ensure 
open access to these articles within 
six months (Energy, Environment, 
Health, Information and 
Communication Technologies, 
Research Infrastructures) or twelve 
months (Science in Society, Socio-
economic Sciences and Humanities



Open Access in the EU

Chapter 2.5.2. of the Digital Agenda for EuropeςDriving ICT 
innovation by exploiting the single market ςrefers to 
effectively managed knowledge transfer activities and states 
that publicly funded research should be widely disseminated 
through Open Access publication of scientific data and 
papers. 

Europe 2020 Flagship Initiative Innovation Unionhas a 
similar Open Access clause: the Commission will promote 
Open Accessto the results of publicly funded research; and it 
will aim to make Open Access to publications the general 
principle for projects funded by the EU research Framework 
Programmes.



Open Access in the EU

ά¢ƘŜ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ƴƻ ƭƻƴƎŜǊ αƛŦw͍e should have 
ƻǇŜƴ ŀŎŎŜǎǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ŀōƻǳǘ αƘƻǿw͍e 
ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇ ƛǘ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻƳƻǘŜ ƛǘΦέ
Neelie Kroes 

Vice President of the European Commission for the Digital Agenda



How to comply
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Complying with FP7and ERC 

requirements

What to deposit?

Where to deposit?

When to deposit?
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What to deposit?

Published version

ς ǇǳōƭƛǎƘŜǊΩǎ Ŧƛƴŀƭ ǾŜǊǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǇŜǊΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ŀƭƭ 
modifications from the peer review process, copyediting 
and stylistic edits, and formatting changes (usually a PDF 
document)

OR

Final manuscript accepted for publication

ς final manuscript of a peer-reviewed paper accepted for 
journal publication, including all modifications from the 
peer review process, but not yet formatted by the 
ǇǳōƭƛǎƘŜǊ όŀƭǎƻ ǊŜŦŜǊǊŜŘ ǘƻ ŀǎ άǇƻǎǘ-ǇǊƛƴǘέ ǾŜǊǎƛƻƴύΦ
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Where to deposit?

Institutional repository

ς of the researchinstitution with which they are affiliated

OR (If this is not possible)

Subject based/thematic repository

OR

Orphan Repositoryprovided by OpenAIRE  for 
articles that can be stored neither ininstitutional nor 
in subject-based/thematic repositories

http://openaire.cern.ch/


Deposit workflow

18
OpenAIRE presentation Paris 16.3.2011 
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When to deposit?

Researchers should deposit their articles or manuscripts in a 
relevant repository immediately upon acceptance for 
publication, to be made open access within six or twelve 
month depending on the FP7 research area

6 Months Access Embargo 12 Months Access 
Embargo

ERC All grant recipients after 2007

FP7 in the thematic areas:
"Health", "Energy", "Environment" (including 
Climate Change)", and "Information & 
ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ǘŜŎƘƴƻƭƻƎƛŜǎϦ όά/ƻƎƴƛǘƛǾŜ {ȅǎǘŜƳǎέΣ 
άLƴǘŜǊŀŎǘƛƻƴέ ŀƴŘ άwƻōƻǘƛŎǎέύ

in the activity:
"Research infrastructures" (e-infrastructures)

in the thematic area:
"Socio-economic Sciences 
and the Humanities"

in the activity:
"Science in Society"



OA Publishing Costs

100%refund:

For other activities not covered by paragraphs 
1 and 2, inter alia, management activities, 
training, coordination, networking and 
dissemination (including publications), the 
contribution may reach a maximum of 100% 
of the total eligible costs.

(FP7 Grant Agreement, Annex II General 
Conditions, Article 16.4 )



Practical experiences 

in the UK



Funder Polices

15 UK Funder policies (including Research 
Councils)

+ International

See

Low compliance

www.sherpa.ac.uk/juliet/

http://www.sherpa.ac.uk/juliet
http://www.sherpa.ac.uk/juliet/


Does your current / usual funding agency have an 
open access policy or mandate?

(Responses for 65 that did have mandate)



Does your institution have a repository?

130 responses. All had a repository.



0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

my institutional has an OA policy or mandate

my subject area has a self-archiving culture

my funder has an OA policy or mandate

it results in academic reward

it results in professional recognition

it can result in a citation advantage

it helps me to make contact with potential collaborators

it helps me to get information out more quickly

it increases the amount of publicity of my work

I believe the results of publicly-funded research Χ

it  improves accessibility to my work

When I DO make my work open access 
(OA), I do it because:  

Strongly disagree or disagree Neutral Agree or strongly agree



0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

I do not know how to make my work OA

it is just not a concern of mine 

ƛǘ ǘŀƪŜǎ ǘƻƻ ƳǳŎƘ ǘƛƳŜ ŀƴŘ ŜŦŦƻǊǘ όLΩƳ ǘƻƻ ōǳǎȅύ 

I do not know much about OA 

I am concerned about plagiarism 

I have concerns about copyright 

L ŀƳ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴŜŘ ŀōƻǳǘ ǇǳōƭƛǎƘŜǊǎΩ ƭŜƎŀƭ ǊƛƎƘǘǎ

I am concerned about peer review

it is too expensive 

I need to publish in high impact journals 

When I DO NOT make my work open access 
(OA) it is because:   

Strongly disagree or disagree Neutral Agree or strongly agree



Swan, A and Brown, S. (2005) Open Access self-archiving: An author study (Key Perspectives 
Limited, Cornwall, UK), http://eprints.ecs.soton.ac.uk/10999/1/jisc2.pdf
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